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By letter dated 3-28-61 captioned individual enclosed a copy of a 
news clipping which quotes a letter from the Director to Senator Milton R. Youing. 
The letter to Young points out that the Director has .not endorsed the John Birch 
Society (JBS) and that the Director did not make a statement to the effect that 
up to 80 per cent of the top officials of the Department of Health, Education and 

Welfare are communists- This clipping appeared in the Minot, North Dakota, 

M Daily News. "| |feels that most of the readers of the newspaper as 

well as himself gather that the Director is condemning the JBS, but he feels that the 
Director would not actually mean to condemn the society. He states that while he 
believes that the Director means just what he said and that he had not endorsed 



the JBS, others try to read between the lines and come up with the meaning that 



states 



"If Hoover does not endorse it, it must be a lousy outfit. 

that he is not trying to "squeeze" an endorsement ofiithe JBS out of the Director, 
but desires a statement that would clarify the situation. 
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In addition, 



| states that he has tried to find the statement 

regarding the Department of Health, Education and Welfare officials being.; 
communist in JBS material without success. He asks if the JBS actually did 
credit the Director with the statement and cleared the situation. He would also 
appreciate any other statement the Director would desire to make concerning 
the organization and in closing stated that he was asking God to bless the 
Director 1 s efforts in these trying times. ^ u b6 

^rafomTIOH C ONTAINED f ^b7C 
INFORMATION IN BUFILES: F*F£i;i IS Ur,JiA£S| 



I wrote the Dir ector 10-17-60 requesting communist irfcmation 

for an anticommunist program to be given in the city. His letter was acknowledged 
10-2.5-50 and was furnished several communist reprints — Tt waq noted that there 
was no other information in Bufiles identifiable with| | 



Enclosure^6^ 4- *7*~&/ 

i-Mr.rfH&OAPR2l196l 

1 - Mr. Morrell 
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INQUIRY RE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY: 



The letter which is quoted in the clipping enclosed by| 

is a letter from the Director to Senator Milton R. Young dated 3-10-60. This 
letter was sent at the request of Senator Young who contacted your office on 
3-9-61. He stated that he and Senator Mike Mansfield of Montana had Masted 
the JBS on the Senate Floor the previous day and he had been amazed at tie reaction. 
He had received criticism from members of the society and he had had several 
communications that alleged that the Director had endorsed the JBS. Senator 
Young Sffias; told, of course, that this was a patent falsehood and that the Director 
had never endorsed any groups and certainly did not issue a statement defending 
the activities of the JBS. Senator Young then mentioned that members of the 
organization had informed him Mr. Hoover was the source of information for 
the assertion that up to 80 per cent of the top people inflie Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare are communist or communist supporters. The Senator 
was told that this was a ridiculous claim, it had already been brought to the 
Director' s attention, and it had been promptly nailed as ai* iacomplete fabrication 
and falsehood. 

Senator Young stated tint if*all possible he would like to have a short 
note from the Director regarding the above matters and the 3-10-61 letter was 
sent to him containing the same general information as was furnished over the 
telephone. Senator Young' s telephone call was brought to the attention of the 
Attorney General in a memorandum to him dated 3-10-61 and it was also pointed 
out that by letter dated 3-1-61 the Director had advised the Honorable Abraham A. 
Ribicoff that the Statement concerning officials of Ribicoff s Department had 
erroneously been attributed to the Director. 



As a matter of interest, the statement fiat between 70 and 80 per cent 
of the responsible officers in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
are members or accomplices of the communist conspiracy has been researched 
in an effort to determine the original source. The October, 1959, issue of 
"American Opinion" contained an article entitled "A Review of Reviews" by 
Revilo P. Oliver, iii which he stated he had consulted in Washington several 
weeks previously with persons intimately acquainted with the operations of the 
Department of Health,. Education and Welfare who confirmed the estimate made 
some time previously by entirely different sources that between 70 and 80 per 
cent of the responsible officers of the Department are members or accomplices 
of the communist conspiracy. He further pointed out in this article an intensive 
" mental health'caanpa^i is under way within the Departmait to purge it of all 
employees of antieommunist tendencies. "American Opinion" is published by 
Robert Welch, Inc. , Belmont 78, Massachusetts, and is edited by Robert Welch, 
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inquiry Jtte donn Jbirch Society, 



who is the founder and leader of the JBS. A brochure concerning JBS 
received in March, 1961, reveals that Revilo P. Oliver is a Professor of 
Classical Languages and Literatures at the University of Illinois and he is 
a member of the council of JBS. It is noted, however, that " American Opinion" 
began operations before the JBS was formed. We have received information 
in the past concerning the above-mentioned statement that it was made in a 
speech by Oliver in March or April of 1959 and there was some implication 
that his source might have been Herbert Philbrick. Philbrick was contacted 
and denies making such a statement or even having any knowledge of the 
operations of the Department of He alth, Education and Welfare. Further, he has 
only met Oliver on several occasions. The fact that Oliver made such a 
statement in March or April, 1959, speech is as far back as we have been able 
to trace it. 



RE COMMENDATION 



b6 
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That the attached letter be sent tol Ibriefly pointing 

out that the FBI does not evaluate organizations and that the statement concerning 
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare officials was contained in the 
QcJpbB^,1959, issue of "American Opinion. " 



/ 
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KPDA-TV 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 
REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO 
FURNJSH TAPED COMMENTS RE 
JOHN-BIRCH SOCIETY 



Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivi 
Tele. Roo; 
Ingram , 
Gandy . 





Mr. 



| who advised he was with KFDA-TV 

in Amarillo, Texas, called at Noon today and spoke with SA Leinbaugh 
in my office. 



b7C 



Mr. 



stated that his station is preparing a program 

Birch Society and that it is tentatively scheduled for 

He asked whether or not it would be possible v\ 



Mr. 

regarding the John 
this coming Thursday night. 

f 0r Mr Hnpver to prepare a brief tape regarding his views on the Society. 



X 



waa advised that in view of Mr. Hoover's extremely heavy 



schedule and the short notice that it would not be' possible for Mr. Hoover 
to help. He was further advised that, of course, the FBI does not furnish 1 
evaluations of groups and that it would not be possible to lend assistance 
in connection with their proposed show. b6 
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c 



Mr.| | had heard about the Director's introduction in 

the current issue of the Law Enforcement Bulletin warning of vigilante 
action. He was advised that this introduction was not aimed at any specific 
group but that it warned against hysteria and vigilante action and pointed 
out the necessity for fighting communism with rational knowledge and facts. 
He was told that this was a public statement and that could quote from 
it if he so desired. He wanted to know if it was true that Mr. Hoover had 
neither endorsed nor condemned the John Birch Society and he was told 
this was a correct statement. I /d*rjrp/ — 

MOT RZC'-VOEO 



Hi: 



Mr, 



requested permissioii3t$ft&pe, li&S&baugh's 



replies to his queries. This request was declined. 



The above is for your information,, 



1 - Mr. Parsons 
1 - Mr. Belmont 



Jones ^P"^ 



my 
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THE J$Hfcl BIRCH SOCIETY 

' " INCORPORATED 5 ^ 




BelmonH/8, Massachuse 



March 22, 1961 



Founder 
Robert Welch 

The Council 

N. E. Adamson, Jr. 
Thomas J. Anderson j 
T. Coleman Andrews 
Spruille Braden^ 
Laurence E. Bunker 
F. Gano Chance 
Stillwell J. Conner 
Ralph E. Davis 
S. M. Draskovich 
Rev. Richard Ginder 
Wm. J. Grede* 
E. P. Hamilton 
A. G. Heinsohn, Jr.* 
Granville F. Knight 
Fred C. Koch* 
Alfred Kohlbergt 
Clarence Manion* 
Frank E. Masland, Jr. 
N. Floyd McGowin 
W. B. McMillan 
Revilo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
M. T. Phelps 
Louis Ruthendurg " 
J. Nelson Shepherd^ 
James Simpson, Jr.t 
Robert W. Stoddard* 
Charles B. Stone, III 
Paul H. Talbert 

^Executive Committee 
•^Deceased 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Was hington , D . C . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



You are, I know, a very busy man. And I would not even 
consider asking for enough of your time for you to read 
the enclosed letter, if the matter covered there were not 
so important -- important not just to me, but to the whole 
anti- Communist cause in our country. 

If you are able and willing to spare the time to read the 
enclosed copy the original was mailed to one of our ablest 
patriots in Congress I believe you will agree that the use 
of your time for the purpose was worth while. And I can 
assure you that the favor will be appreciated by a lot of peo- 
ple besides me who are now giving their whole lives to sup- 
porting patriots like yourself, in an effort to save for our 
children and their children some semblance of the glorious 
country which we ourselves inherited. 




Sincerely, 




RW:mlp 




Robert Welch 



Or 



P. S. One of our current brochures is enclosed, just in 
case you might wish to see it after reading the letter. RW 
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THiS JOHN BlftCH SOCISTY 



March 20 ? X9&1 



Hoxio^ablo o ■> ^ o * o & * o o r > o 
Hotsse Office Building 
Washing t on r , J> e C,, 



This moving I ha?© i^^olwed. frcai one of otsr msiabera a copy of your- 
memorandum eons era 1 rig Tha John Birch Society ^ which ha says you 
sent: bis *d.th tha caismont that you had previously prepared it fox* 
your ©un information c. And I want you to tenon that your generous and 
©ntireXy fair eoijraiento about us ars deeply &ppr©©iatod 0 

And under ordinary eircwmatsnetis 1 certainly chould not wrttQ 3 nor 
Gxpocfe you to roadg anything iaor© than our simpl© not© of thanks in 
tha santeneo above o 

But with the enemy now o losing in, with aver more assurance and 
through ft very sone©ivabl© channel s on the informed anti^Coauunists 
of thia country., these ar<* anything but normal cis»c*Mmstan6«is Viz : 
Kfaruahsh©*- hiraaelf has infonaad nia foXlowepa that; destruction of 
«nisi"Comaiuni8t group,:] in one of tho major objectives for X96X- X* 
1-.3 longstanding ana rsco&ni&ed Ccisaa'aniat atraeegy ' co rtu= 

'divide and coa-^i.*" taatifcr And 4aspi«et tho fact Mir.* -ffco an\l- 
Caanounliat fore©* in this county gtiXX have enough 3 length ;"ish? 
now coaple»?©ly to destroy tag Gcsmonlst aonapiraoy, the Coasmun^vi} 
or* eXearty counting on paralysing thia opposition' by fiiYiatvensa*. 
*nd thare never was a cXearop applicability of Benjamin FrsnkHnv 
«oaK>nltion, that we had bettor ail hang together or vm will all nan? 
separately ft than in th« situation tahi«a oonfronts th© amd-CosHaatfn", 
in vh© United States today 0 So X hope you will aparo the time to Xp 
d la f f brlQfi y» bring you sip to date a a to why somebody has mmh&d 
th© button to start the nation-wide pr©~C onanist propaganda machine 
earning out attacto on us aaay of these attaofc»^ of eonne n by 
perfectly honest Xib«r»ala who did not evsn realize' that they wore 
part of a Ooanamiot" inspired «aiapa£g& 0 

Our numbers hava boon responsible for literally thousands of pre- 
aentatJLono of th© film,. OPERATION ABOLITION, pat together by the 
Souse Capitis©© On Un-Aasrioan Aetivitleo, shoving the CcraaunlBt- 
planned and Coiaoaniat«Xod riotg in San Franelsoo beeauob that 
iiiEj is U.izQly tbo wak« any patriot i« Amari&an up to jwst what 1- 
already sta^tlEJg to happen in this toxsmxy, Oar own salaried Go^- 
dinators ha^e Kany prints of fehia filss in eonotant uo© p end lust ho^ 
T£?VZ ln t s ™ T «lffw«i* otaaptm or ^rio^a individual Sobers 

? «JJWAng« A gpsat asany eonservativ«a . have endorsed the filo„ 2*. r 

' ^tr,l?L The ,f ohn BiPi?Jl Soeiaty throtsghou^ the ootmtry — 

sua vie© ^Xubs 9 Church group3 s sehoola a and aimila^ attdioncec hn^ 
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been responsible for more showings of this film than all other 
groups and Individuals In America put together-,, And we have had 
plenty of reports to Indicate that the ACItU Is awap© of thls s 
ev&n ir n&eny or our anfei-Coamcmist friends are not; „ 

ifJashlngton Videa Produefcio&S;, of eours3© 3 actually made our oaa 
fHja» whloh -tro «8© In presentations by our field msn^ to small 
groups 9 of tha background a methods and purposes of The John Birch 
3o©Igty« V« were delighted tc learn that they were handling the 
©Qasmereial supply of OPERATION ABOLITIOH, And X would further bot 
that D while fchare would be no indie&tlon to theax that th© pm»=> 
eh&sers, on the orders eoralag In for the filra 9 were members of Th© 
John BIr©h Society 0 quite a strong percentage of these purchasers 
have been our people <, And I know that,, because of the unusual 
dedication and willingness to work on th© part of our members, the 
prints in their hands have been ahotm,. and are still being shoan, 
more froq*i©jatly and moire continuously than those owned by moat 
othsr groups er Individuals 6 And X believe that It was at least 
partly heeaisg© of the eneny's Inability to stop our peopX© from 
nakl&g such extensive and repeated shot?lagu of this file* that th© 
enemy has now resorted to putting out various doctored vorsiozts of 
Its own B with distorted or falsified oound tracks and various other 
change a designed to aeJse the filra aiasx-edlt Itself or servo th® 
opposite purpose from that for whieh It was intended by the HSAC t , 

Our peoplH have also been responsible for the production, and th*>& 
awrlng the past two months for literally thousands of showings „ of 
a i airstrip fealled CGMHOTISM OK THE MP, which merely depicts 
iaatuaU/ the steady geographical advance* of CosBmmism sin©© 1917 f 
and especiaJXy during the past fifteen years. This film strip vaa 
©OMsiyed,, prepared,, and produced by an ardent member of Th® John 
Eirjh fcoeiety, partly from our material** And it has been so of- 

1 1 l Jas ng silown extensively at naval installa- 

tions &ii over the country, by naval paraonnel until according to 
reports we have nosr received — leftwing influences of some kind 
ft ,t ®J° £ e * Swings by and for naval personnel stopped 

almost entirely* But of oo«rs© such Influences fcav© not been sole 
!; s s J?f TO f people from their mm rogalar and extensive showings" of 
«ne tiiai strip elsewhere at alio 

fj2°V fc ?° L } bopal » *»ve ao* been able aimply to laugh off „ as thsv 
had obviojoly emoted at first, our long-range campaign to get 7 
Chiaf Justice Bavl tfama impeached,, A a has become InlreaaiSly 
AlZ £ ST m ° afeh iS mi did not intend this ZtTtTn 

£1? 5ri!"£?"? M1 and **w toU of toe magnitude of 

S2« S k ® C £° r o«3?s®1^9 0 Our Intention is eventual ly , through 
trqmendoua and snffUiloiift effort, to oaks enough S w fellow 
Jitlzena ^ars of the iaaues Involved and thTSalSa at atateto 
Si n f/?°S t ,i h9 . liapesiehsaeffllt ^ to®n before the Oo^S iSd W htm 

S ^ ^fS^*?* l):mpatMaaps ^ do not lik© and apnear 

W SIlSfi»TS C " f h ° b ^^W^d W e have eho^n for th^T 
lojofe and steadily Inereaslng attaeko 

It Is beoauso of these and almllar activities on our part, as 



* 
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as because* our steady growth and the dedication of our members rtsp= 
reaent such, a potential threat to the Coztseunist Conspiracy* that 
this whole campaign has been unleashed against us 0 Its increasing* 
ly central theme las "Of course wo like what The John Birch Sosiety 
is trying to do, bub are &an*t stand their methods*" They disguise 
and vary the wordins somewhat ^ so as to keep the continuity of this 
theme from earlier programs being too obvious > _But in wary alight 
disguise it is now popping up e-yerytrhere „ And I aertainly do a^t 
ha^e to tell you the aigiiifi&ane& of that method of attacks 

For these and many othes? reasons we have beoome one of the prlsi^ tar« 
gets of those wno wish to carry out Mp a Kkrusaeh&v "a ina&jcu^ti'onfc; tr» 
destroy ant;t«Gommunist groups and of thoBo who are helping &r 0 
Khrushchev 8 a agents without knowing what they are doing.? Of course 
ths smear campaign is a combination of truths s and half truths., and 
vicious falsehoods mad® out of whole sloth., with the combination vary--- 
ing with the "respectability" of the publication or the group making 
the attack**? A1bv s of course., sicja'y of theae groups are making com-- 
pletely unethical uae of a private" confidential letter *!hich 1 urota 
yeara bqo 3 of which not a copy has ever been sold or offered fox* u&l& 3 
and which was never offered or intended for publication*, or as any-= 
thing but a private confidential letter 0 Every copy 1 ha*i?e ever let n 
friend read was went out by registered £ irat-slasa mail., return 
receipt requested, with the package carefully marked as' *oaf idenfciai 
and with a covering letter further strossing the fact that this wan 
and had been simply a confidential oppression of personal opiaicn snd 
iaisiPprpitfetion, By fche time The John Birch Soefety woo «?n founds *i 
I ftid avopp«a Hating oopita of tnis "long letter,* w-> ut-ro ).©bf.ias' Tb 
r.aae eus oi 'Che pieturti., and has nave* been any part of -too 
Eaeerlaj.3 of The John Birch Society in any uay. At least ninety-fi™ 
percent of our members had never evan heard of the n letted untU it 
5?55?i° 4 . m ®5 Moned quoted in the various attacks on uu ob« 
fiaualy tarough some breach of confidence somewhere along the line. 

!S i£! ^ ™t VE » Xl bean a hand <^ weapon for the Communists, pro=0om- 
JSroS 2 S W £ * ^ i3? mid sympathizers to use. Without "it they 

mild hap found or manufactured plenty of others. And in fact L 

X otner bases „ We are supposed to foe fascists, or anti- 
tZll *?J ^ sometMjg else equally dastardly, despito the fact that 
*™2mL? °% on ? 1 S?!L of in either ow materials or our 

2EH£ *J Justify such charges. One of tha most widely usea 

smears against us has been based on nothing more than the Set S»* »? 
^S/tvr^ ar K° dl7 "^ttwdly agpStd with our founding Jalte 

«? « rSS^?? 1 ?? 3 °f S d ^ ocr aey and «&e equally strong advan- 
tages of a Constitutional Hopublio, as a form of government -« and 

d?S™± llm ??f 2SS f ??f^ a ?f s °f ^' Gie ^ explaining the 




•• -ely ana extensively for & long time, they are natural if aolnc 
*;e* our efforts and our opposition if they can? 5 S iRg " 



The whola question* £3 to whether Aaerioa surviv«a against tho de- 
struction and Qnalaw&snt planned Tor it by the Corsinunlota,, depcndi; 
on how trail and haw firmly the m^t^-Coirasunistf* stand together .> or 
how easily thoy all©** themselves to bs h~ekad to pleeos separately* 
And although X sail sure yon \m.ow this* I could not refrain from ro- 
minding you of it in sonssction with the current attacks on ua and 
other developments since your &&morandui3 Has written., 

Starting absolutely froa scratch only a little over two years ago,, 
w© now have about ttr@nty»aight poople hay© in tha Hossa Office s about 
thirty Coordinators in ths field y£xo are fully paid as to salary and 
expenses.* and about a hundred Volunteer Coordinators who are paid 
only a part or nono of th^ir salary and expanses- 1-J<*» hawa developed 
a forraula s of organisation and grw>r«b, and operation,, x-Siich ia so pro* 
duetive of dedication, and real %-iqx>X: and a£ ^ac/siveness,, that its 
pesaibilitiso are) disturbing Cojcmmistrj ao^ than 'e&yfching i-jhi^h 
has happened sines th.ey doKti'oyQd Jot* IfcGarthy.> Xf all of Jog 
McCarthy *s frieadi.i had atoosi by hiss through tbit^s &n~l tfeln 5 the'^a ia 
no tailing how massy exposures of Oosissmnist-s 4 , or In hew higb. pl/vsc-is,. 
might ha?e taiton piaca by not-r^ or hot; helpful it Hould bafrs been ia 
this struggle which engulfs us all, The OomrauBi^ts issay b© &hl<-? to 
deat?sy us by the oame tactics they used on McCarthy,, Ent I doubt it 
beo&uao wo are novo? going to stop righting at »jiy turn.., Wa indeed 
to win this -stragciu • — o*> at loagt to b.*lp ffii^biciily totffstpda Asing -sw 
•*« despite tho fact that it Is net? "aft op eU^im o'aloclsi w To that 
c#nd -sorfcalnly naed all of the* wc-rtil .support ck* can gvi, fraa r-u'«h 
informed end patriots* Coa«.rcvS3visn. &g yourself «» end partly fay fehu 
support that our ngsabiK'Q oisn give y« and all sthar patriots in fctara* 

s ®» b fiing most appreciative of th© ssaorandan abovt us i&ieh you haire 
been sending to your eonatitavnfca* ve &£-e ^isply aaking that 9 as a 
part of yoiar own patriotic sacrifice and effort yois continue to do 
uhateve* you can, T&enever ycu eau r iro ha*e thy faota about us pre- 
sented faipiy^ a^cL the reel backgrounds, rasihodg,, and purposes of Ta© 
John Birch Society properly undo^sitoodl And with, all good Irishes and 
kind .regapda. ; X ars 
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the-'joAn birch.- society 



INCORPORATED 




From Our Mail 




§ These messages and extracts are select- 

ed from the thousands that now pour in on us 
every month. Though much too flattering, they do 
not feed our vanity, we can assure you. Instead, they 
increase our solemn consciousness of the staggering re- 
sponsibility we have assumed. But they do make the unceasing 
hard work seem all the more worth while, and strengthen our de- 
termination to live up to that responsibility so far as it is humanly pos- 
sible, with God's help, to do so. We reprint these comments here in the 
hope that our members, and many friends and prospective members, will share 
with us the inspiration received from such words of 



APPRECIATION and ENCOURAGEMENT 

"Since the day I saw the tape, where you appeared 
on the screen, I have intended to write you — 

"If people who see and hear you, on that tape (film), 
are not stirred to their very souls, to want to be a part 
of this great work you are doing, there must be some- 
thing wrong --" 

A Housewife In California 

"Again, may I thank you for all that you have done 
and are continuing to do, not only for me, but for this . 
wonderful country of purs somehow I feel that its 
destiny lies a great deal in your hands. 11 

A Student At Yale 

"It is indeed good to belong to an active, directed 
unit of a growing army in this struggle with the Com- 
munists, and we are deeply grateful for the superb qual- 
ity of the strategy, direction, and dedication provided by 
your leadership. " 

A Working Mother In. Wisconsin 

"My wife and I have never been so inspired as by 
your program and by the potential of what can be accom- 
plished through The John Birch Society. " 

A Business Executive In Arizona 



ALL INFORMATION CO 
HEP^IR IS u;;olasj3 
DATS,, ^ A-Xvo b'j 
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Michigan 

Mrs. Harmon L. Brown 
Richard Durant * 
Irving E. Ingraham 
Vernon P. Johnson, M. D, 

Mississippi 

Tullins Brady 4 ( 

Missouri 

William R. Schneider 

New Jersey 

Mrs. Frederick Griswold, Jr. 

Mark M. Jones 

Ross Nichols 

Louis S. Wegryn, M. D, 

New Hampshire 
C. B. Robinson 

New Mexico 

GeorgeS. Richardson, M. D. 
Lt. Gen. James P. Riseley 

New York 

Mrs. Kenneth C. Crain 

Frank de Ganahl 

E, Ainsworth Eyre 

Vice Adm. C. S. Freeman 

Norman J. Gould 

Earl Harding 

Merwin K. Hart 

Mrs. Seth Milliken 

T. I. Parkinson, Jr. 

Commodore Frederick G. Reinicke 

Archibald B. Roosevelt 

George M. Tisdale 

Jesse C. Williams 

North Carolina 
Melick W. Blades 
J. C. Peele, M. D. 

Ohio 

Harold Blacker 

Charles W. Pavey, M. D. 

Hon. Gordon H. Scherer 

Oklahoma 

Glenn O. Young 

Pennsylvania 

Frank W. Gaydosh 
Mrs. T. E. Payne 



Rhode Island 

Robert B. Dresser 
Norman D. MacLeod 

South Carolina 
Roger Milliken 
Thomas Parker, M. D. 

Tennessee 

J. P. McCallie 
T. Walker Lewis 

Texas 

John R. Anderson 

Akard Beall 

Mrs. W. L. Goldston 

W. H. Kellogg 

Brig. Gen. W. L. Lee 

Col. L. E. Limbert 

Edward D. McKay, M. D. 

J. Nye Ryman 

Major Gen. W. G. Weaver 

J. O. Webb 

Brig. Gen. T. F. Wessels 
Utah 

Capt. and Mrs. Stephen Abbot 
Hon. J. Bracken Lee 

Vermont 

William S. Schlamm 

Virginia 

E. S. Dillard 
James G. Martin, IV 
Matt McKeon 
Capt. R. W. Orrell 

Washington 

P. C. Beezley 
Fred M. Harris 
Col. Tom R. Hutton 
Harry M. Robbins 

West Virginia 

Luther O, Griffith 

Wisconsin 

Mrs. Walter K. Graham 
Mrs. Robert A. Murray 
Mrs. Norman Skogstad 

Wyoming 
Dan Hanson 
A. E. Larson 



"But on one mart's soul it hath broken, 

A light that doth not depart; 
And his look, or a word he hath spoken 
Wrought flame in another mans heart." 
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Beimon.^8, Massachusetts* 




March 23, 1961 



Founder 

Robert Welch 

\ %he Council 

\ N. E. Adamson, Jr. 
\\ Thomas J. Anderson 

\ T. Coleman Andrews 
\Spruille Braden 
%aurence E. Bunker 
F. Gano Chance 
Stillwell J. Conner 
Ralph E. Davis 
S. M. Draskovich 
Rev. Richard Ginder 
Wm. J. Gredk* 
E. P. Hamilton 
A. G. Heinsohn, Jr.*v 
Granville F. Knight 
Fred C. Koch* 
Alfred Kohlberg(- 
Clarence Manion* 
Frank E. Masland, Jr. 
N. Floyd McGowin 
W. B. McMillan 
Revilo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
M. T. Phelps 
Louis Ruthenburg 
J. Nelson Shepherd 
James Simpson, Jr.t" 
Robert W. Stoddard* 
Charles B. Stone, III 
Paul H. Talbert 

* Executive Committee 
■^Deceased 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
"Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr, Conyad. ^ 

Jp% Evatis- 
^Mr. Malone. 
Mr* Rosen„. 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trowel 
Mr. W.G 
Tele. Eo. 
Mr. Ingram. 
Miss Gandy_ 




May I call your attention to the marked paragraph in the second 
column o£ another long article about The John Birch Society in 
th^JASHVILLE TENNESSEAN, It appeared in their March 19 



issue. 



TV i 




In an earlier article the NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN had accused 
The John Birch Society of a telephone campaign in Nashville, in 
which members of the Society called up acquaintances and suggested 
that the next-door neighbors of those acquaintances might be Com- 
munists. This, of course, was pure fabrication. And one of our 
good members of considerable local standing in the area, Mr. Horton 
Early, took it upon himself, without even checking with us, to look in- 
to the basis of this smear. And he sent us a sworn deposition, of 
which a copy is enclosed, indicating its utter falsity. 

Nevertheless TIME magazine, in its viciously distorted article 
about us, picked up bodily this report of the telephone campaign, 
from the NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN, and published it as truth. 
(Along with so distorted a report of our activities in Wichita that 
I have had to discourage libel suits on the part of our members. ) 4" 

z / 

Now all of this was to be expected of the NASHVILLE TENNESSEAI^ ^ 
*and -also-of TIME magazine. But the statement attributed to "an " >V ^/ ; C 
FBI spokes-man in Washington" is hard for me to believe; and of ^ 
Course I have no confidence whatsoever in the veracity of the publication 
quoting this "spokesman. H So we thought the matter should at least 
be called to your attention, and we would certainly appreciate any 
denial or comment on your part which would be helpful. 

KEC- 94 -f£« 

With my continuing admiration, respect and regards, 



Sincerely, 



f 




R0AP 24 1961 



DEPOSITION 0/ 



Deposition of Horton F^S^arly, taken on the 11th day 
of March, I96I in Nashville, Tennesse^ ^^^JAL 

The deponent, after being duly sworn, deposes and states 
as follows t 

That he is a citizen and resident of Nashville, Davidson 
County, Tennessee, hQ years of age, owner and operator of the Air 
Filter Sales and Service Company, and that he is Loader of Chapter 
Mo. 110 of the John Birch Society * 

That under date of February 28, I96I the Nashville 
Tennessean, a daily newspaper published and circulated in Nashville, 
Tennessee, published an editorial wherein the writer made many 
statements concerning the leadership, policies, and program of the 
John Birch Society, including the following statement: "Telephone 
calls warning one that his 'own next door neighbor might be a 
communist 1 is a despicable practice, mad© the more so when the next 
door neighbor is also called and given identical warning • " 

That in response to this editorial the deponent sought 
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out the a^tho^f t^ editorial, Gene^Qrahara, on Wednesday, March 
8, 1961, nine days after the date of the editorial, for the purpose 
of questioning him concerning the content of the editorial, as well 
as tho purpose thereof. 

That during the course of the interview the said Gene 
Graham, in reply to a question from the deponent admitted thatj 

(1) He had not read the Blue Book of the John Birch 

Society. 



(2) He admitted that the portion of the editorial having 
to do with an alleged calling campaign was prompted solely by one 
telephone oall to the author of the editorial, Wierin tho caller 
stated that an individual of her acquaintance, in a personal con- 
versation in discussing the John Birch Society generally had said 
"How do you know that even your own next door meighbor is not a 
communist?" He admitted further that his caller did not even 



idontify the person that was reported to have said this as being 
a member of the John Birch Society. 

(5) He could not offer any other fact to sustain the 
allegation made in the editorial that there was a calling campaign 
being conducted as had been inferred, and that hie allegation was 
based entirely upon the heresay described in the one telephone call 
set out abore 0 

Further the deponent sayeth not 0 



Horton F, Early, being first duly sworn, makes oath 
that he has read the foregoing instrument and that the statements 
contained therein are true to the best of his knowledge, inf orxsation 
and belief. 



This 11th day of March, 1961. 



Horton F. Early ~£ 



Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 11th day of March, I96L 




NOT ART PUBLIC 

My commission expires: /hjfa. ~J /fy^ 
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Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. De Loach 




date: 3-29-61 



ROBERT WELCH, FOUNDER 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




Welch has written the Director two letters, one dated 3-22-61, the other 
3-23-61, His first letter expressed the hope that the Director would have the time 
to read a copy of a letter which Welch had sent to a Congressman. Also enclosed with 
the letter was a brochure of The John Birch Society (JBS).. - 

Welch's second letter enclosed a copy of an article by Pat Anderson which 
appeared in the 3-19-61, issue of the "Nashville Tennessean" concerning the JBS. 
J This article contains three references to the FBI: (1) In connection with its educational 
J program to combat communism, the JBS "distributes such books as J. Edgar Hoover's 

Masters of Deceit "; (2) The Franklin, Tennessee, chapter of the JBS considered 

the Society an educational forum and "at one meeting a member reviewed Hoover's 
{Masters of Deceit. and (3) concerning criticism of the JBS, "An FBI spokesman in 
J Washington said last week the FBI has been 'looking into' activities of the society. He 
I said FBI would characterize the society as 'irresponsible but not subversive.' He 
I said many professional anti -Communists are tied in with the society for the purpose 
j of making money through speeches. " 

With regard to the statement attributed to "an FBI spokesman in 
Washington, " Welch stated it was hard for him to believe and he had no confidence 
whatsoever in the veracity of the publication quoting this "spokesman. " Welch said 
he would appreciate "any denial or comment" on the Director's part which $au3g|be 
helpful. 

Welch also forwarded with his letter of 3-23-61 a copy of a sworn deposition 
of Horton F. Early, a Nashville businessman, who is the leader of Chapter 110 of 
the JBS. Early's deposition related to an article in the 2-28-61 issue of the Nashville 
Tennessean which accused the JBS of a telephone campaign in Nashville in which . 
members of the Society reportedly telephoned people suggesting their neighbors might 
be communists. Early's deposition indicated this was utterly false. 

• ' You will recaU that by airtel 3-22-61 (attached) SAC, Meihjph 
that on 3-21-61 Horton F; Early contacted our Memphis Office concgojm]jrg t 

Encl^su^; - 

■ Wr 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Morrell 
1 - Mr. Parsons 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
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Jones to DeLoach 
RE: ROBERT WELCH, FOUNDER 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

above -mentioned .statement attributed to the FBI.which appeared in the 3-19-61 issue 
of the Nashville Tennessean. Early said that in his opinion the quotation alleged to be 
from an FBI official was a misquote. He s£id he planned to send the article to the 
headquarters of the JBS in Massachusetts with the recommendation that they contact 
the FBI in Washington for clarification relative, to':the statement. Early said the 
statement was having the effect of driving maiay people out of the JBS and he hoped 
| something could be done to obtain some clarification which could be published to end 
the confusion, 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES 

We have had limited cordial correspondence with the Nashville Tennessean in 
the past. Bufiles contain no information identifiable with Pat Anderson who wrote the 
article on the JBS and allegedly quoted the FBI "spokesman. " Bufiles contain no deroga- 
tory information concerning Horton F. Early who wrote the Director in November, 1960. 
Early identified himself as a local Chapter leader of the JBS arid requested a statement 
from the Director concerning the menace of commcdaism which he desired to use in con- 
nection with his showing of the film "Operation Abolition" to a group of students. By 

V letter 12-1 -.60, the Director advised Early that the pressure of official commitments 

J precluded complying with his request. (62-104401-541) 

Welch, of cdurse, founded the JBS ih.;1958.. It is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, during the Eisenhower Administration Welch, in his writings, was 
highly critical of the President and called him a dupe of the communists. Welch has made 
other irresponsible statements and currently is behind a campaign to have Chief Justice 
Earl Warren of the Supreme Court impeached. We have not investigated the JBS_. On ^ 
5-3-60, Welch wrote the Director .concerning a report from one of his xepr.e^entatiyesin 
Texas that the FBI had said the JBS . was a , group of Righteous citizens who 'did nofcfenp^ 
the facts. Welch advised 'there was no one in the fight against, communism w'fio had" 
supported the FBI and the Director more than he, and cited the favorable support he had 
given to Masters of Deceit. The Director wrote. Welch on 5-10-60 and advised it appeared 
I that his representative in Texas had been misinformed since the FBI had never made such 
f a comment regarding the JBS. (62-104401) J ' • . 



The FBI has hot publicly characterized the JBS but any reply to Welch 
might be used by him. He has extreme views, is very opinionated and both he and JBS 
are particularly controversial in much of the country at this time. No apparent advantage 
would accrue to the Bureau by a reply but the possibility of becoming embroiled in the 
current JBS controversy through such action does exist. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



That the letters from Robert Weleh of JBS dated 3/22-23/61 not be 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoach 




date: April 4, 1961 




Gandy 



)HN% 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) 
MAILING LIST MATTERS 



Reference is made to SAC Letter 61-14 (D) date 
3-21-61 concerning the John Birch Society wherein it is indicat* 
no Bureau publications of any kind are to be made available to JPBS q 
io any of its representatives. 



Your attention ifi dirgr.teri to thfi flttai 




hed letter from 

SAC, Charlotte concerning | \ who is a member 

of the John Birch Society and who is on the Bureau mailing list to 
receive publications. 

The SAC Letter, of course, was prepared to prevent 
the distribution of quantities of publications to the John Birch Society 
for their utilization in meetings and in connection with their programs. 
It is not felt that we should discontinue publications to an individual 
on the mailing list who happens to be a member of this Society. 



4?$ 



RECOMMENDATION: 



In a situation as this where a person on the Bureau's 
mailing list is known to be a member of the John Birch Society, it 
is recommended that we not remove him because of such membership. 



Enclosure 
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Memorandum 



* 



TO 



DIEECTOE, FBI (62-104401) 



date: 4 /18 / 6/1 



FROM 



subject: 




C, SAN ANTONIO (100-9455) 

o . 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS 



A 



The San Ant onio Light , a daily newspaper published 
in San Antonio, Texas, in its March 31, 1961, edition, 
contained an article which reflected that a local spokes- 
man revealed on 3/31/61, there are "several" chapters 
of the JOHN BIECH SOCIETY in San Antonio, along with 
a sizable number in the Alamo city who list their 
membership with the home chapter in Belmont, Mass. 

The number of members, however, was not revealed. 
One member explained it is against the rules of the organiza- 
tion to reveal the number. There are no officers in the 
chapters with the exception of chapter leaders. The 
chapters meet in small groups of ten to twenty members 
for monthly discussions, the spokesman explained. The 
meetings are called by the chapter leaders. 

^C^^O^^^CiC^ANN, Odessa, who identified himself f 
as the CQ^^^^^S^Iq^CM^^ciety in Texas, said information 
as to tfie" number of chapters and members in San Antonio was 
not available and advised the. home chapter be contacted, 

The April 2, 1961, edition of the San Antonio 
Light , contained an article which reflected that San / 
Vntonio leaders of the JOHN BIECH SOCIETY came to its 
lefense on 4/1/61, and argued it is not a monolithic 
^organization compelled to do what its leader, JBiBSjET 
^sJVELCH, wealthy retired Iffagsachusetts candy manufacturer, 
~tnts it to do. Speaking up were Major General W. G. 
fWEAVBB (Eet . ) , Wartime commander of the 8th Infantry 
Division, who is listed as a member of a national indorsing 
committee of the society, and Dr. EOBEET^TEEEELL, leader 
of one of the several local chapters. 



r>\ err. 
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SA 100-9455 



TERRELL said he does not know how many chapters 
there are in San Antonio, but that his chapter has 16 to 18 
members . 

This article in the San Antonio Light further 
reflected that TERRELL said, n I understand there are 
other chapters in town, though. Our chapter meets 
once a month. New members are urged to form their own 
chapters in order to keep groups small." 

TERRELL was also quoted as saying, "I have not 
run into any fanatics in our chapter. Our primary purpose 
is to acquaint us with the techniques the Communists use 
and may try to use. I do not agree with all that Mr. 
WEICH believes, and we are not required to. I do not 
believe in the impeachment of Mr. WARREN. I wrote Mr. 
WELCH on this." 

WEAVER described himself as an "indorser" of 
the Society. He emphasized the aim of the Society is to 
help the people understand what communism is, its ob- 
jectives, and to what extremes the communists will go 
to carry out their objectives and achieve world domination. 
Like TERRELL, WEAVER said no one is required to accept 
V/ELCH's opinion on anything. YffiAVER said he is not a 
member of any local chapter and did not know any such 
chapters existed until he read of them in The Li ght . 

The 3/31/61, edition of the Waco News Tribune , 
a daily newspaper published in Waco, Texas, contained an 
article which reflected that leaders of Mexia's (Texas) 
chapter of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY say there is nothing 
secret or semi-secret about their organization. They 
say they think their national organization has become 
the subject of a lot of controversy in magazines and 
newspaper over the country because it is misunderstood 
and because it is beginning to hurt the communists. 
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V. A7^M&5gTIEEOUGH*r Coordinator of the Mexia, 
chapter, got in the spotlight when he fired a letter^ » 
to Time magazine, raking Time over the coals for a 
recent article on the Society which MC CULLOUGH con- 
sidered unfair. Time publisheclthe letter. 

MC CULLOUGH and £OHNNYtfMEECE, Mexia . lumber man " ~ e> ' 
and contractor and former Eice Una^ersity^oorball player,^ ufi J £ 
said anybody is welcome to attend their monthly meetings, ^ 
and that it was no secret as to who\re members of the 6H^- Jl * - 

chapter. They said the organizations main purpose 

is opposing communism and promoting the principles of 
Americanism. 

MC CULLOUGH operates a butane gas company in 
Mexia, is a member of the library board, and is an un- 
opposed candidate for the Mexia City Commission in the 
election to be held on 4/4/61. MC CULLOUGH said of the 
local chapter that they definitely are not controlled or 
dictated to in any manner. He said that it is about as 
wide open as an organization can be and still be a cohesive 
or ganizat ion . 

MC CULLOUGH said the Mexia chapter was organized 
in October, 1960, and as far as he knows is the only one 
in the Waco area, although he said since writing his 
letter to Time , he has received a letter from a student 
at Baylor University, inquiring about the possibility 
of organizing a chapter in Waco. 
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date: 
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subject: R. H^lNDERSON 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR \J 
KVOS, INC." 

INQUIRY RE DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENTS ABOUT THE 

johnHbirch SOCIETY 

BACKGROUND : 

By letter dated 3-27-61 captioned individual wrote the Director that 
he was most anxious to verify a statement attributed to a spokesman for the FBI 
regarding the John Birch Society. He refers to an article in the 3-19-61 f : . 
edition of "The Nashville Tennessean," written by Paf^tiderson and entitled; — 
"Birch Society Has 200 Members Here." The article contained the following: 

"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last week the FBI 
has been 'looking into* activities of the society. He said 
based on what it knows, the FBI would characterize the 
society as irresponsible but not subversive.* He said 
many professional anti- Communists are tied in with the 
"society for the purpose of making money through speeches." 

' Anderson states that it is possible that the statement to which the 
"Tennessean" referred is also the basis for a reference made in a letter to 
him from Senator Milton Young. He quotes the Senator as stating "I just 
could not stand idly by and say nothing when, according to the FBI, the leader 
of this organization, Mr. Welch, charged in his book 'The Politician' that 
President Eisenhower and other top-level officials were guilty of being 
Communists..." Anderson wants to know if any statement concerning the 
John Birch Society has been issued by the FBI or one of its Agents and if the t 
Director has any opinions concerning the group or its leader. 



INFORMATION IN BUFILES : .gEC- p ^ ^ „ //? / / 

Anderson wrote the Director 9-16-5& stating that his television station 
was happy to broadcast information concerning fugitives and suggested that more 
emphasis could be given if we could indicate in what^areathe person was last 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ; i ': ~ 

1 - Mr. Morrell 

Enclosure ^jp_^c^~ y—^-^/ 
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Jones to DeLoach 




Re: R» H* ANDERSON 

seen. By letter dated 9-24-58 he was thanked for his suggestion but it was 
pointed out that all pertinent information available^for distribution is furnished in 
connection with our fugitive circularization. Tfeenote on this letter reveals that 
Anderson may be identical with a Ronald H^^nderson of S eattle , , Washingto n, who in 
1950 wrote the Bureau two letters requesting the answer to several questions of an 
embarrassing nature concerning the extent of the assistance furnished by the FBI 
to the Washington State Committee on Un-American Activities, the names of the 
Agents who assisted this Committee and their duties. Further, why the Director 
did not answer Bernard DeVoto*s challenge instead of attacking "Harpers 
Magazine." In substance, he was advised that data in FBI files is strictly 
confidential, no ^material from confidential files was furnished to the Committee, 
that the Bureau did not make available its personnel to the Committee in connection 
with its activities. In addition, he was referred to the published copy of the 
Directors letter dated 10-7-49 to the Editor-in-Chief ofHarpe^s Magazine," 
wherein the Director pointed out that he did not care to dignify DeVoto T s half 
truths with a denial or explanation. 

INFORMATION RE ANDERSONS INQUIRY : 

No FBI officials in Washington, D. C, of course, have publicly 
characterized the John Birch Society, and we have so informed persons in the 
Nashville, Tennessee, area, some of whom are members of the John Birch 
Society, who have written to the Director with regard to the article in the 
"Nashville Tennessean" to which Anderson refers. 

With regard to the comments con ^erning^ SLeagtor Milton Young's letter 
to Anderson, it is not known whc^Senafor Young f s source^ however, on 3-9-61 
Senator Young contacted your office concerning criticism he was receiving from 
members of the Society as a result of speeches made by Senator Mansfield and 
himself blasting the John Birch Society on the Senate floor the previous day. He 
said that he had several communications indicating that the Director had 
endorsed the John Birch group. He was told by your office that this was a patent 
falsehood. Senator Young also stated that members of this organization had 
informed him of the assertion that up to 80 per cent of the top people in the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare were communists or communist 
supporters and that Director was the source of information for this assertion. 
He was also advised that this was a ridiculous claim and that it had already been 
brought to the Director' s attention. He requested a short note from the Director 
concerning this. A letter to Senator Young was sent from the Director on 3-10-61 
reiterating in general what had been said over the phone. There was no comment 
concerning the charges made by Welch, the founder of the Society, in his book, 
"The Politician." Senator Young's call was called to the attention of the Attorney 
General by memo dated 3-10-61 and by letter dated 3-1-61 Honorable Abraham 
Ribicoff of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare was advised that a 

*J 
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Re: R. H. ANDERSON 

statement regarding his Department had been erroneously attributed to 
the Director. 

RECOMENDAfflpN,: 



That the, attached letter be sent to Anderson* 



FD-36 *Rev. 12-13-56) , 

r t 

Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 
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Date: 3/22/61 
PLAIN TEXT 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



I f = Ilr. "SV.vl 
l v Mr. 'V 
j. :fr. T ^ 
. Tele. K -cp?a 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



riiss Gaudy- 



TO: 
FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, MEMPHIS (100-3727) 




A 



SUBJECT: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
fSM - X 



sew nr /q Arret* - Ms c u jV£0 " s 



) 



On 3/21/61 Mr. HORTON EARLY, 1529 Demonbreun 
Street, Nashville, Tennessee, contacted SA FRANCIS W. 
NORWOOD, telephonically, at which time he identified 
himself as the coordinator for the John Birch Societies in 
Davidson County, Tennessee, He referred to an article 
appearing in the lt Nashville Tennessean, " Nashville, 
Tennessee, on 3/19/61 concerning the John Birch Society. 
He noted that there v/as_a_statement therein reportedly 
made by a spokesman of the FBI in Washington, D. C, 
characterizing the John Birch Society. He also noted that 
he, Mr. EARLY, had been quoted to some extent in the 
article. Mr. EARLY stated that he had been misquoted in 
the article and that it was his opinion that the quotation 
alleged to be frpnran FBI official was a misquote. He 
stated that based upon a letter written by Mr. HOOVER, 
in answer to an inquiry concerning an organization, he 
J>-had been of the opinion that the FBI took the position of 
making no statements characterizing any goup or organization, 

* * * 

Mr. EARLY asked if SA NORWOOD had seen the article 
and if any comment could be made concerning the statement 
therein. He was advised SA NORWOOD had seen the article and 

P ( A?^*" 
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Sent 
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would make no comment. He stated that he planned to send 
the article to the headquarters of the John Birch Society 
in Massachusetts with .th e recommendation that they cont act 

. the_statement appearing 
ill" the article and seek to get some clarification on it* 
He stated that if this was the FBI position on the group he 
did not want to be associated with it. He stated that the 
John Birch Society desired to cooperate with the FBI and 
that the members in Davidson County have the highest regard 
for the FBI, He stated that he felt sure that this was a 
misquote in the paper but that it was having the effect 
of driving many people out of the John Birch Societies and 
he hoped that something could be done to obtain some 
clarification which could be published which would end the 
confusion. 



The above is submitted for information. 



%)zich net frit* /hUrrr.P *: rr/:~ • ' lJ ^ : 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 



There has been no statement 
made by an FBI official in 
Washington, D* C. publicly 
characterizing the John 
Birch Society • 



FJB:td 



Date 



3-24-6T 
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